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memmmm
from the
First Presidency

Beloved Brethren:

Speaking of the Doctrine and Covenants, the Lord told a special
conference of elders in the early days of the Church that they
should ““search these commandments, for they are true and
faithful” (D&C 1:37).

It is appropriate that this divine counsel should be followed by
you who are holders of the priesthood in our day. This year you
will have the opportunity of searching the Doctrine and
Covenants in an effort to increase your faith, spirituality, and
understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The word search indicates that your study of the scriptures
should be more than a shallow reading of words. Your search
should be an in-depth probe, a spiritual feast in which you come
to know not only the gospel but also Him whose name it bears
and the Father who sent Him to redeem us.

Along with your study of the scriptures, we hope that you will
take the time to read and ponder the contents of this personal
study guide. In it you will find teachings from the scriptures and
the General Authorities that can help you to become better
husbands, fathers, and bearers of the holy priesthood.

May you live to be worthy of the priesthood you bear and heed
the Lord’s command to “search these commandments.”’

Faithfully your brethren,
The First Presidency




Search These
Commandments

| Melchizedek Priesthood
Personal Study Guide

j Published by

The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints

Salt Lake City, Utah




,

Lesson 21

“Man Ma{
Become like God”’

D&C 132:20

Personal Study

Strive to obey the gospel and become like God the Father.

“But what is the purpose of it all?”” Frank blurted out to his
quorum president as they walked home together after an
interview. “Why do we do all the things we are supposed to do?
Yes, 1 know the Church is true and that we will be judged in
eternity for how well we do here. But the requirements here are
so precise, and the promises about future rewards are so vague.
What are we seeking, really?”

Have you ever felt like Frank? Is it easy for us to sometimes
forget the actual objectives that we have in the Church? Do we
ever get so busy attending meetings, paying tithing, holding
home evenings, and trying to do all the rest that God has
required that we forget what our ultimate destiny can be if we
remain faithful?

President Lorenzo Snow was one who sought earnestly to learn
and did come to know the ultimate eternal opportunity which
can be ours through our devotion and labor in the gospel plan.
Study these passages and statements carefully, and ponder upon
the significance of their meaning for you.

God Was Once a Man
As We Are Now

® When he was a young man, Lorenzo Snow was promised by
the Lord through the Patriarch to the Church that through
obedience to the gospel he could become as great as God, “and
you cannot wish to be greater” (Eliza R. Snow Smith, Biography
and Farily Record of Lorenzo Snow, pp. 9-10).

® President Lorenzo Snow recorded this experience that occurred
when he was still a young elder: “The Spirit of the Lord rested
mightily upon me—the eyes of my understanding were opened,
and I saw as clear as the sun at noon-day, with wonder and

151

|



astonishment, the pathway of God and man."” Elder Snow
expressed this new found understanding in these words: “As
man now is, God once was: As God now is, man may be.” Later
the Prophet Joseph Smith assured him: “Brother Snow, that is
true gospel doctrine, and it is a revelation from God to you”
(quoted by LeRoi C. Snow, in “Devotion to Divine Inspiration,”
Improvement Era, June 1919, pPp- 651-56). :
® The Prophet Joseph Smith said:
Y. It is the first principle of the Gospel to know for a certainty the
Character of God, and to know that we may converse with him as one
man converses with another, and that he was once a man like us; yea,
that God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth” (Teachings, I
Pp- 345-46; italics in original). g
® President Brigham Young elaborated on this concept: “It must
be that God knows something about temporal things, and has
had a body and been on an earth; were it not so He would not
know how to judge men righteously, according to the
temptations and sins they have had to contend with” (as cited
by Harold B. Lee, in Conference Report, Apr. 1969, p- 130; or
Improvement Era, June 1969, p. 104).

® 3 Nephi 12:48. What are some of the meanings implied in this
passage? .

Could the words “even as” have reference to the way as well as
the accomplishment? Does Jesus ask that we do anything that he
was not willing to do himself?

2 Our Father Advanced and
Progressed Until He Became God

® President Joseph Fielding Smith said: “Our Father in heaven,
according to the Prophet, had a Father, and since there has been a i
condition of this kind through all eternity, each Father had a B
Father’” (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:47). i
® President Joseph F. Smith taught: “I know that God is a being

with body, parts and passions. . . . Man was born of woman;

Christ, the Savior, was born of woman; and God, the Father was
born of woman” (Church News, 19 Sept. 1936, p- 2).

® President Wilford Woodruff explained: “[{God) has had his
endowments a great many years ago. He has ascended to his
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Lesson 21

thrones, principalities and powers in the eternities. We are his
children. . .. We are here to fill a probation and receive an
education” (Deseret News Weekly, 28 Sept. 1881, p. 546).

® How does it help us to know that the basic elements of God’s
life in a mortal world were the same as ours? President Brigham
Young explained:

“He is our Father—the Father of our spirits—and was once a
man in mortal flesh as we are. . . .

“. .. There never was a time when there were not Gods and
worlds and when men were not passing through the same
ordeals that we are now passing through. . . .

“It appears ridiculous to the world, under their darkened and

erroneous traditions, that God has once been a finite being”
(Deseret News, 16 Nov. 1859, p. 290).

" Philippians 2:5-12, What does this passage say that Jesus did?

Why did he feel justified in doing it?

How does Jesus show us the way and provide us the power,
through our obedience, to do Just as he has done (compare John
15:1-8)?

3 Through Obedience to the Gospel,
Man May Become like God

® Elder S. Dilworth Young attributed in verse the following
words to our Father in Heaven as He revealed His plan to us in
our premortal home:

“My children all: You see in me

Exalted man, of flesh and bone

And spirit pure, One time, Iong

Long ago, I was as you, a spirit son

Of an exalted Father. [see HC 6:302-17)

You may become as now I have become

But you must do as I have done."”

(In “The Eternal Conflict,” 1978 Devotional Speeches of the Year
[Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University Press, 1979], p. 83.)
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® What does this mean for you?
_——

= John 8:29; 3 Nephi 27:13. What example has Christ given us
regarding following the ways of the Father?

Why are we not Justified in saying that the objectives of the
gospel are all right for God and Christ but too high for us? _____

heavenly Father was when he was passing through this, or a
similar ordeal” (Gospel Doctrine, p. 64).

® Psalm 82:6. What does this Passage mean for us?

Did we receive anything from our Father that could help us
become like him?

What can a child grow up to be?

What can a son of God grow up to be?

Our trials and sufferings give us experience, and establish
within us principles of godliness” (Deseret News, 17 Feb. 1886,
p. 66).

® 3 Nephi 28:10. What is Jesus expressing to these men?

What does eternity hold in store for them?
-_

Why could Jesus say to anyone what he has said to these men?
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® Revelation 3:21. What does it mean to overcome? =

What great blessing is promised to those who do?

What can be the destiny of a man if he will strive with all his
heart to do the best he can?

® What evidence do we have that God does not jealously guard

his position and power, but rather seeks to see that his children
rise up to the perfection of glory, knowledge, and power that he
has obtained (see Moses 1:39)?

® The Prophet Joseph Smith summarized this doctrine by
declaring: “Here, then, is eternal life—to know the only wise
and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods
yourselves, and to be kings and priests to God, the same as a]]
Gods have done before you” (Teachings, pp. 346-47).

It Can Make
a Difference!

or Ensign, Nov. 1975, p- 39).

Elder Neal A. Maxwell pointed out that “jt s much easier to
believe in eternal progression than to practice daily
improvement” (All These Things Shall Give Thee Experience, p. 71).
How much easier is it to dream of becomi
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Quorum Training Suggestions

As the presiding officers of your quorum or group, you have
regular contact with those home teachers who visit the homes of
€very quorum member. Are any members of your quorum like
Frank, busy trying to do what is required, but not always
remembering why? Your purpose in this quorum training is to
help your quorum. members understand and remember the
objective for which we are striving. You probably have quorum
members who understand that man may become like God, but
do you have brethren who do not feel that it is possible for
them? Use these other resources to encourage and comfort and
reassure your quorum members that they can, if only they will.
Encourage quorum members to study the self-study material
carefully so that they will be prepared to discuss how this
knowledge may help them purify their lives.

® To encourage individual study, allow the brethren to share
their thoughts from their individual study by asking such
questions as:

What are the implications of the statement that God was once as
we are now?

Has there ever been a time when men were not passing through
what we are now passing through? Why?

® Display a picture of Lorenzo Snow (0Q453).

® Challenge quorum members to ponder these questions: Why
do we so frequently forget the objects that we have in the
gospel? What problems could we avoid if we would always
remember the ultimate purposes of the gospel? What are some
things we could do to keep before us the purpose of the plan of
salvation?

® Select a member of the quorum presidency to lead the quorum
in a discussion of these passages. Analyze each of them and
discuss what they contribute to our understanding of the
doctrine that man may become like God.

Revelation 3:21
Philippians 2:5-12
D&C 130:18-21
D&C 50:24

156

Lr



Lesson 21

Dé&C 93:11-20, 27-28

® Discuss the implications of the following statement by
President Harold B. Lee: 1 . . . charge you to say again and
again to yourselves, as the Primary organization has taught the
children to sing ‘I am a [son or daughter] of God’ and by so
doing begin today to live closer to those ideals which will make
your life happier and more fruitful because of an awakened
realization of who you are” (in Conference Report, Oct. 1973, p.
10; or Ensign, Nov. 1973, p. 6).

® Present and analyze this poem written by President Lorenzo
Snow.

“Has thou not been unwisely bold,
Man’s destiny to thus unfold?

To raise, promote such high desire,
Such vast ambition thus inspire?
“Still, “tis no phantom that we trace
Man's ultimatum in life’s race;

This royal path has long been trod
By righteous men, each now a God:
“As Abra’m, Isaac, Jacob, too,

First babes, then men—to gods they grew.
As man now is, our God once was;
As now God is, s0 man may be,—
Which doth unfold man'’s destiny.

““The boy, like to his father grown,

Has but attained unto his own;

To grow to sire from state of son,

Is not ‘gainst Nature’s course to run.

“A son of God, like God to be,

Would not be robbing Deity;

And he who has this hope within,

Will purify himself from sin. . . .”
(Improvement Era, June 1919, pp. 660-61.)

® Present this statement as a summary of President Snow’s
teaching on the possible destiny of man: “It is our duty to try to
be perfect, and it is our duty to improve each day, and look
upon our course last week and do things better this week; do
things better today than we did them yesterday, and go on and
on from one degree of righteousness to another” (in Conference
Report, Apr. 1898, p. 13).
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® Be careful in presenting this material that you don’t bring God
down to man’s level. Our objective is to perfect ourselves and
raise our level to his exalted place.
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